Thiru Chitrakutam                              63

lay down, he should be His soft couch and that when God sat
he should he the umbrella over his head and that when God
walked, he should be the foot-wear and the soft doth that would
be worn by the God. God granted these wishes. Even today, in
Thiruchitrakutam, we see Adisesha standing with folded hands
in the Govindaraja shrine. The tank where he had his daily
bath is known as Sesha theertham.
Epigraphical Highlights:

The temple at Chidambaram is virtually a treasure trove
of inscriptions. But one interesting feature is that while the
history of the place goes back to the age of the Prabandhas
and the devaram i.e. the Pallava times,there is no record of
even the early Chola period on the walls of the temple. The
earliest inscriptions refer only to the times of Rajendra Chola I
and Kulottunga Chola I and later Kings.

A few of the interesting ones are given below:

An inscription outside the first prakara (east) has two
Sanskrit verses which praise the victories of Kulottunga Chola I
over the five Pandyas and the Keralas. It says that he burnt the
fort of Kottara near Cape Comorin and raised a pillar of victory
on a peak of the Sahyadril mountains .

Outside the first prakara on the northern side there is
a record of Korajakesarivarman alias Rajendra Choladeva I. It
relates to the 24th year of his reign. This is the earliest record
in the

temple. On the same wall,there are inscriptions which
record several gifts to the God of Chidambaram by the daugh-
ter of Salukya Rajaraja I and younger sister of Tribhuvana
Chakravartin Kulottunga Choladeva L2

Another inscription to the left of the entrance to the north
gopuram of the Nataraja temple contains a record of the Vi-
jayanagara King Krishnadevaraya (1509-30). It records the
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